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duby: CLARIFICATION QF SURVIVAL CRAFT REQUIREMENTS FOR SMALL PASSENGER VESSELS

1. Do bvfaeck 11, 2001, 2 mojority of the zmell passenger vossels oporaling i the Thirteenth Coage
Guard Disteict will be required to comply with oes sunival eraft requirements az gutlined in 46 CFR Fart
130, Cenfusion has avisen iezarding applicable cequicaiments where aparalors may chesse w upgrade
from a lifafloat to an IBA, although ihe latter would ot nommally e requined [or the vessels.

2. Vessels opecating on a colld water Oceans raute are required to have [BAs far 100% of the capacity of
passengers auihovized, or lifefloats for 100% of the capacity of passengers anthorized if ths vesscls meat
the applicables sebdivision requirenenrs, Confasion arises ob reutes where a vessel seeeting subdivision
requirenents rngt havee 3100% lifefloats wihile 4 vessel not meesting subdivision requicemenrs mnst havs
IR #s for 619 of the capecity of passengers onboard the wessel. Field snits have forearded ingoiries

(rom “T" beal operators regarding what capeoity requirsments spply to vessels that volentanly choose (o
carty 1BAS in liew of their ariginal lifeftoat requirsmnents. 1s 100% capacity perthe crizinal Efelloats, or
7% par the |8As more apprapriate? The ropelations do pot specifically address this seenario,

3. Legic would dictate that & vessel that volunsarily upgrades to & survival craft offering a higher level
of safery should not be penalized. A vessel that is allowed to carny lifeflgats in lien of 1BA= = already
deemad to have sounder constraction of e opesaling on a roule of lassar seventy. Alse, an JBA for 87%
© of passengers avinorized can actuglly cany 100% of passengars onbodrd, thus theye is no apparent reazon
for requiring a vesscl t0 upgrade feom lifefloats g0 anythieg more than 67% 184, srrriage requircment,
Therefore, a vaszst upgrading from & [fefloal should b caguiced to meel whatever capacity requiremsnt
applies to caniage of [BAs on that route. ’

4, This position is fully suppotted by ihe peearble to the Final Role on Smwall Passenger Vessel
Inspection and Certification that notes “One comment states that §7% inflatable bucyant appacatns does
not provide enoueh ezpacity for all passengers carried, The Coast Guatd disagrees. As staced in ihe
preamble o Lhe TUR, IBAS are t=sted to & 150% overload capacity. Thit mesns that a veasc] with 67%
1BA capacity can accommmodate 10055 of the pecsons on boaed ™

3. Umnless otherwiss dametard, lhe above will serve 2z 21575 poliey for surveval craft requirements on
amall passenper vessels. T yon ave any questions regardice Lhis isee, y point of eontact is LODE

Wong at (206} 227224,
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